TOPIC: CHRISTMAS OPPORTUNITY: INN KEEPER’S STORY
Text: Luke 2:7, Matt. 2:3-4, John 1:10-12

v. 7, “7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”

Introduction:


(ILL. Some years ago at a Resort Area along the East Coast, a small community was having an open town meeting about some financial problems that they were facing. Among the two dozen or so people was one man no one seemed to know who was apparently visiting in that area & had just dropped in on the meeting. He started to make a comment once as various projects were considered, but he was interrupted; so for the rest of the time, he kept still, & he left early. Just as he went out someone arriving late came in, & said breathlessly, “What was he doing here? Is he going to help us?” The rest of them said, “Who are you talking about? Who was that man?” The person who had just arrived said, “You mean you don’t know? That was John D. Rockefeller. His yacht is in our harbor. Didn’t you get his help? In despair someone said, “No, we didn’t get his help; we didn’t know who he was!”)  
Have you ever kicked yourself in the Seat of the Pants, because you missed a golden opportunity? I think all of us can relate here! 1. We missed an opportunity to make a Positive Difference in Someone’s Life. 2. We missed an opportunity to be a Blessing to Someone who was Hurting. 3. We missed an opportunity to Witness to a Lost Friend. 4. We missed an opportunity to get a certain job because we weren’t prepared. 5. We missed an opportunity to Minister to our Spouse or Children because we were too preoccupied. 6. We missed an opportunity to make an Eternal Difference in a person’s life because we didn’t seize the opportunity.  Two Thousand years ago, God sent His Only Son into this World to become our Savior. It was such a wonderful event that Heaven could not remain silent. Luke 2: 9-15, “9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." The Shepherds had a choice that night. They received the message of the Birth of “The King” and they said, “Let’s go see for ourselves.” They take the opportunity before them. But not everyone was so excited that first advent of Christ! I want to give you 3 Examples of these people who missed the golden opportunity before them on the first advent of Jesus Christ. And I prayed that you will not miss your opportunity after learning what we need to do from them.

1. THE INN KEEPER – How did they receive Mary & Joseph? (Luke 2:7)
Luke 2:7, ““7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” You know the story. There was a Special Decree that went out from Caesar Augustus that all of the world should be Taxed. Everyone had to register in their own city.  Joseph had to go to Bethlehem.  Because he was of the house & lineage of David.  When he got to Bethlehem it was Busy! Mary was in the 9th month of Pregnancy. She was ready to deliver this baby. But when Joseph knocked on the doors of the Inn’s, he continued to get the same message, “I’m sorry, but we don’t have any room.”  Joseph knew that this baby wasn’t just an ordinary baby; this baby was the Son of God. 

2. KING HEROD – How did he receive The Savior? (Matt. 2:3-4)
Matt. 2:3-4, “ 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.”  When Herod heard about the Birth of Christ, he was troubled & all Jerusalem with him. He gathered the Chief Priest & Scribes. He inquired where the baby would be born. They told him what the Scripture Said. Herod secretly called the Wise Men & asked them what time the Star appeared? He said, “Go to Bethlehem & search diligently for the Child & when you have found Him, let me know so I can come & worship Him.” He had no desire to Worship the Baby. He looked at this baby as a Threat!

3. THE JEWISH NATION – How did most of Jewish Nation Receive Him? (John 1:10-12)
John 1: 10-12, “10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--”  Until now the Jewish nation are waiting for the Messiah, they missed the opportunity during the first advent, because what they are still waiting already came during first Christmas.

Conclusion:

I had to ask myself, “Why did these people: the inn keepers, Herod, the Jewish people, turn Jesus away, reject Jesus?”  “Why did everyone turn them away?” If they would have only realized who this Baby was! 1. This Baby is the Son of God. 2. This Baby is the Savior of the World. 3. This Baby came to Redeem Mankind. 4. This Baby came to offer us Life. 5. This Baby came to Reconcile us back to God. 6. This Baby came to offer us Eternal Life. 7. This Baby came to be our Light.  They probably did not miss the golden opportunity before them.  Isaiah 9: 6, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His Shoulder. And his name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”  You know something, I’m afraid that many times even those of us who know Him, don’t fully realize what He came to do & what He wants to do in our Individual Lives. Why do many still turn Him away now? We get too busy with our own personal Life. We get caught up in many things. We get preoccupied with many things. And many of what we are doing don’t have to be bad things and yet it hinder us to missed the opportunity that the First Advent is offering us, that Christmas brought us through God’s Son – Jesus!
Which one are you on the three people who missed the golden opportunity before them?  Are you the inn keeper that until now you don’t give Jesus room in your life?  Are you like Herod who are more concerned on his position, are you like Herod who feel troubled and see Jesus as a threat to your ambition, to your business, to your comfort, etc.?  Or are you like the Jewish people who keep on rejecting Jesus, and don’t want to know Him more?  Don’t let this golden opportunity pass on you because you do not take it.

(ILL. The People of Noah’s Day Had a Chance to come to the Ark.  But they were too busy with Life. They had other things to do. They didn’t have time to listen to the preacher. They saw the Ark being built. They laughed at Noah. But one day, it started to rain. They were laughing anymore. And God Shut the Door! All of a Sudden, they had Time!  They have all the chance of believing what God said thru Noah, they have all the time to repent from their sins against the Lord but they did not, they have all the chances to enter the ark but they stay outside until the time of the flood and it was already late because the door of the ark was closed by God.)  Don’t let it too late for you, you have all the opportunity before you tonight as we remember and prepare ourselves to his first advent, the question now is, what will you do?


(ILL. # 7 Let Not Our Hearts Be Busy Inns)
ILLUSTRATIONS:

1.   Wise Sayings On Opportunity – Two serious thoughts are "The boy I used to be" and "The man I could have been." Instead of seeing opportunity in every difficulty, some folks see difficulty in every opportunity. "Today" is the time when idlers delay, when fools prattle, when the fearful shudder, but when the courageous advance and the wise grasp opportunities. Somebody once said that the largest room in the world was the room for improvement. Calamity is an opportunity to "work the works of God." "A wise man will make more opportunities than he finds." (Francis Bacon)
2.  China's Greatest (Lost) Chance – In 1269 Kublai Khan sent a request from Peking to Rome for "a hundred wise men of the Christian religion...And so I shall be baptized, and when I shall be baptized all my barons and great men will be baptized, and their subjects baptized, and so there will be more Christians here than there are in your parts." The Mongols were then wavering in the choice of a religion. It might have been, as Kublai forecast, the greatest mass religious movement the world has ever seen. The history of all Asia would have been changed. But what actually happened? Pope Gregory X answered by sending two Dominican friars. They got as far as Armenia, could endure no longer and returned home. So passed the great missionary opportunity in the history of the church.—R. Dunkerly
3.  Closed Door, Open Door – Helen Keller said: "When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long at the closed door, that we do not see the one that has been opened for us."
4.  Snubbed IBM Turns To Gates – In 1973 Gary Kildall wrote the first popular operating system for personal computers, named CP/M. IBM approached Kildall in 1980 about developing the operating system for IBM PCs. But Kildall snubbed IBM officials at a crucial meeting, according to author, Paul Carroll. The next day when IBM came calling, he chose to fly his new airplane. The frustrated IBM executives turned instead to Bill Gates, founder of a small software company called Microsoft, and his operating system named MS-DOS. Fourteen years later, Bill Gates has become history.
5.  Ship Uses Wind To Arrive –Our English word opportunity comes from the Latin and means "toward the port." It suggests a ship taking advantage of the wind and tide to arrive safely in the harbor.—Warren Wiersbe
6.  Epigram On Opportunity – The trouble with opportunity is that it always looks bigger going than coming.—Davenport, Iowa, Daily Times
7.  Let Not Our Hearts Be Busy Inns

Let not our hearts be busy inns

That have no room for Thee,

But cradles for the living Christ

And His Nativity.

Still driven by a thousand cares

The pilgrims come and go;

The hurried caravans press on,

The inns are crowded so!

No room for little helpless hands

For mothers' cries no place;

The great of every land are here,

No room for baby's face!

Here are the rich and busy ones,

With things that must be sold,

No room for simple things within

This hostelry of gold.

Yet hunger dwells within these walls,

These shining walls and bright,

And blindness groping here and there

Without a ray of light.

Oh, lest we starve or lest we die

In our stupidity,

O come, Thou Child, within and share

Our hospitality.

Let not our hearts be busy inns

That have no room for Thee,

But cradles for the living Christ

And His Nativity.

8.  "If I Had Not Come" – An interesting Christmas story tells of a little boy who, in a dream of Christmas Eve, saw himself up and dressed very early the next morning, running down to the school ground to meet his playmates. To his amazement he saw only a vacant lot, at one corner of which was a sign carrying these words: "If I had not come." He hurried to the hospital, where some of his friends were to gather in the early morning with gifts for the sick children. There again he saw only a big empty space, and a similar sign: "If I had not come." Bewildered, he thought of the early morning service at his church and ran there, expecting to join his parents at worship, only to see once more a large vacant lot, and that strange sign: "If I had not come." Then, as he awakened from his dream, he saw the meaning of it. What a loss, and what a difference if Christ had not come!
