TOPIC: THANKFUL HEART
(The Marks of True Spiritual Service 1)


Text: Romans 1:8  

Introduction:

Why do people serve God? People serve the Lord from many motives. Some serve out of legalistic effort, as a means of earning salvation and God’s favor. Some serve the Lord for fear that, if they do not, they will incur His disfavor and perhaps even lose their salvation. Some serve because of the prestige and esteem that leadership often brings. Some serve in order to gain preeminent ecclesiastical positions and the power to lord it over those under their care. Some serve for appearance’s sake, in order to be considered righteous by fellow church members and by the world. Some serve because of peer pressure to conform to certain human standards of religious and moral behavior. Children are often forced into religious activities by their parents, and they sometimes continue those activities into adult life only because of parental intimidation or perhaps from mere habit. Some people are even zealous in Christian work because of the financial gain it can produce. But those motives for service are merely external, and no matter how helpful to other people the service might be, unless it is done out of a sincere desire to please and glorify God, it is not spiritual neither is it acceptable to Him (cf. 1 Cor. 10:31). It is, of course, possible for a person to begin Christian service out of genuine devotion to God and later fall into an occasion or even a habit of performing it mechanically, merely from a sense of necessity. Pastors, leaders, cell leaders, missionaries and all other Christian workers can carelessly leave their first love and fall into a rut of superficial activity that is performed in the Lord’s name but is not done in His power or for His glory. 
In the opening verses of his letter to the Romans, Paul also set himself forth for his readers to see before he attempted to teach them some deeper truths of the gospel. He opened his heart and said, in effect, "Before I show you my theology, I am going to show you myself." In his opening words to the believers at Rome, Paul tells of his sincere spiritual motives in wanting to minister to them. With warmth, affection, and sensitivity that permeate the entire letter, he assures them of his genuine devotion to God and his genuine love for them. Although Paul had not personally founded or even visited the church at Rome, he carried the heartfelt passion of Christ for their spiritual welfare and an eager desire to develop their spiritual and personal friendship. The letter to Rome reveals Paul’s heart as a shepherd. When they first received Paul’s letter, the believers in Rome probably wondered why this great apostle whom most of them did not know would bother to write them such a long and profound letter. They also may have wondered why, if he cared so much for them, he had not yet paid them a visit. In verses 8-15 of chapter 1, Paul gives the answers to both of those questions. He wrote them because he cared deeply about their spiritual maturity, and he had not yet visited them because he had thus far been prevented. In these few verses the apostle opens his heart concerning them. Paul did not serve because it was "fun" and “self-pleasing”. "For even Christ did not please Himself," he points out later in the epistle; "but as it is written, ’The reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell upon Me’" (Rom. 15:3; cf. Ps. 69:9). Nor did Paul serve in order to gain glory and honor from men. "For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel" (1 Cor. 9:16). In a later letter to the church at Corinth he declared, "We do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bondservants for Jesus’ sake" (2 Cor. 4:5; cf. 1 Cor. 9:19).  In verses 8-15, Paul’s words suggest nine marks of true spiritual service: a thankful heart (v 8), a concerned heart (v 9-10a), a willing and submissive heart (v. 10b), a loving heart (v. 11), a humble heart (v. 12), a fruitful heart (v. 13), an obedient heart (v. 14), an eager heart (v. 15) and a bold heart, is mentioned in v. 16a.   First, Thankful Heart – Paul’s Thankfulness was a result of:

I. His UPWARD Look – “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ…”
For Paul, God was not a theological abstraction but a beloved Savior and close friend.  In verse 9 he says he served God in his spirit, from the depth of his heart and mind. Paul gave thanks through Jesus Christ, the one eternal Mediator between God and man. "No one comes to the Father, but through Me," Jesus said (John 14:6).  Believers in Him have the privilege of calling Almighty God, my God. "There is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5).   It is because we have been given access to the Father through Jesus Christ that we always can "draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16), and can say, "Abba, Father" (Rom. 8:15).

II. His OUTWARD Look – “…for all of you…”
In every epistle but one, Paul expresses gratitude for those to whom he writes.   The exception was the letter to the church in Galatia, which had defected from the true gospel of grace to a works system of righteousness and was worshiping and serving in the flesh because of the influence of the Judaizers. It was not that the other churches were perfect, which is apparent since Paul wrote most of his letters to correct wrong doctrine or unholy living. But even where the need for instruction and correction was great, he found something in those churches for which he could be thankful.  Some years later, as he was prisoner in his own house in Rome while awaiting an audience before Caesar, Paul was still thankful. While there, he wrote four epistles (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon), commonly called the prison epistles. In each of those letters he gives thanks for the believers to whom he writes (Eph. 1:16; Phil. 1:3; Col. 1:3; Philem. 4). During his second Roman imprisonment, he may have spent time in the wretched Mamertine prison. If so, we can be sure he was thankful even there, although the city sewage system ran through the prison. I was told on a visit there that when the cells were filled to capacity, the sewage gates were opened and all the inmates would drown in the filthy water, making way for a new batch of prisoners. But Paul’s thankfulness did not rise and fall based on his earthly circumstances but on the richness of his fellowship with his Lord. The specific reason for Paul’s thankfulness for the Roman Christians was their deep faith, which was being proclaimed throughout the whole world. From secular history we learn that in A.D. 49 Emperor Claudius expelled Jews from Rome, thinking they were all followers of someone named Chrestus (a variant spelling of Christ). Apparently the testimony of Jewish Christians had so incited the non-believing Jews that the turmoil threatened the peace of the whole city. The believers had, then, a powerful testimony not only in the city, but throughout the whole world. What a commendation! By faith Paul was not referring to the initial trust in Christ that brings salvation but to the persevering trust that brings spiritual strength and growth. Faith like that also may bring persecution. Believers in Rome lived in the lion’s den, as it were, yet they lived out their faith with integrity and credibility. Some churches are famous because of their pastor, their architecture, their stained glass windows, or their size or wealth. The church in Rome was famous because of its faith. It was a fellowship of genuinely redeemed saints through whom the Lord Jesus Christ manifested His life and power, so that their character was known everywhere.
III. His INWARD Look – “…because your faith is being reported all over the world.”
The Christian who is trying to serve God’s people, however needy they may be, without gratitude in his heart for what the Lord has done for them will find his service lacking joy. Paul could usually find a cause for thanks so that he could honor the Lord for what had been done already and hope for what God would use him to do. Superficial believers are seldom satisfied where they are and therefore seldom thankful. Because they focus on their own appetites for things of the world, they are more often resentful than thankful. A thankless heart is a selfish, self-centered, legalistic heart. Paul had a thankful heart because he continually focused on what God was doing in his own life, in the lives of other faithful believers, and in the advancement of His kingdom throughout the world.
Conclusion:
(ILL. An email that teaches thankfulness to its recipients: If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of this world. If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish someplace, you are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy. If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed than the millions who will not survive this week If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 500 million people in the world. If you can attend church meetings without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death, you are more blessed than three billion in the world. And if your parents are still alive and still married, you are very rare. ) 
TOPIC: CONCERNED HEART
(The Marks of True Spiritual Service 2)

Text: Romans 1:9-10 
9God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God's will the way may be opened for me to come to you.


Introduction: (ILL. (captain – I am going for help)
Self-righteous service comes through human effort. True service comes from a relationship with Jesus Christ deep inside.
Self-righteous service is impressed with the “big deal.” True service finds it almost impossible to distinguish the small from the large service.
Self-righteous service requires external rewards. True service rests contented in hiddenness.
Self-righteous service is highly concerned about results. True service is free of the need to calculate results.
Self-righteous service picks and chooses whom to serve. True service is indiscriminate (random) in its ministry.
Self-righteous service is affected by moods and whims. True service ministers simply and faithfully because there is a need.
Self-righteous service is temporary. True service is a lifestyle.
Self-righteous service is without sensitivity. It insists on meeting the need even when to do so would be destructive. True service can withhold the service as freely as perform it.
Self-righteous service fractures community. True service, on the other hand, builds community.  (SOURCE: Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline, "The Discipline of Service.")
Paul’s words to the Roman Christians in his introduction suggest nine marks of true spiritual service. Verse 8 showed Paul’s thankful heart. Verses 9-10a reveals a second mark of true spiritual service and that is a Concerned Heart. Although he was grateful for what had been and was being done in the Lord’s work, he was also deeply concerned about balancing those off with what yet needed to be done. Paul’s concerns that mark his true spiritual service were manifested in three things:  

I. His Unreserved Commitment
A. Our service needs to be first and foremost committed to God.  Serve – latreuô – always used in NT of religious service, sometimes translated “worship”. Except for two references to pagan idols, the term is used in reference to the worship and service of the one true God.  The greatest worship a believer can offer to God is devoted, pure, heart-felt ministry.
B. How? Surrender everything to Him (Rom. 12:1-2, 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.).  Such spiritual devotion is accomplished by refusing to “be conformed” to this world, and by being “transformed by the renewing of your mind…”
(ILL. Eric Liddle)


II. His Unwavering (firm, steady, steadfast) Confidence
A. Confidence in the flesh breeds pride and lack of concern for others. (Phil. 3:3-4, “3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh-- 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence.”) Paul’s confidence is not on flesh but on God. (ILL. “Of all the classical Spiritual Disciplines, service is the most conducive to the growth of humility. When we set out on a consciously chosen course of action that accents the good of other and is for the most part a hidden work, a deep change occurs in our spirit. Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the flesh like service, and nothing transforms the desires of the flesh like serving in hiddenness. The flesh whines (groans, complain) against service but screams against hidden service. It strains and pulls for honor and recognition. It will devise subtle, religiously acceptable means to call attention to the service rendered. If we stoutly (firmly) refuse to give in to this lust of the flesh we crucify it. Every time we crucify the flesh we crucify our pride and arrogance”) (SOURCE: Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline p.114)
III. His Unblemished (clear, pure, spotless) Conscience 
A. Because Paul served God from a sincere heart; he also could serve with a clear conscience. (2 Tim. 1:3, “    3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.”)  Paul’s worship and service were inextricably related. His worship was an act of service, and his service was an act of worship and it’s because he has a pure motives.
B. Perhaps because he was a stranger to them, Paul calls upon the Lord as witness to his sincere love and concern for his spiritual brothers and sisters at Rome.
C. Paul considered intercessory prayer important: (2 Thess. 1:11-12, “  11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”; Eph. 6:18, “18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”; Rom. 15:30, “30 I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.”) Our true spiritual service is much more important than any flurry of outward activity. Unreserved, wholehearted commitment to Jesus Christ is more pleasing to Him than feeding the world. True service out of a sincere heart is what will make a difference in eternity. Our sincere concern for others will work itself out in our praying for them. 
Conclusion:
(ILL. Friends of Jesus ‘ Patients – Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, famous evangelist, said that the New Testament records tell of forty people, each suffering from the same disease, who were healed by Jesus. Of this number, thirty-four were either brought to Jesus by friends, or He was taken to them. In only six cases out of forty did the sufferers find the way to Jesus without assistance. Of the vast number of people who find their way to Jesus today, most of them reach Him because the friends of Jesus are concerned about the welfare of their souls. (cf: Mark 2:4))
Paul’s real concern for the lost and for others was the content of all Paul’s prayer. He prayed for individual believers, but he also offered many prayers for groups of believers. He prayed that their hearts would be knit with the heart of God, that their knowledge of His Word would be made complete, and that their obedience to His will would be made perfect. The depth and intensity of prayer measures the depth and intensity of his concern for them, his Unreserved Commitment, Unwavering Confidence, and Unblemished Conscience.
A Willing and Submissive Spirit

(The Marks of True Spiritual Service 3)

Text: Romans 1:10
 “10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God's will the way may be opened for me to come to you.”

Introduction:

Paul not only prayed for the spiritual well-being of the Roman church but was eager to be used by God as an instrument to help answer that prayer according to His divine will. The church has always been full of people who are quick to criticize, but seems short of those who are willing to be used by God to solve the problems they are concerned about. Many Christians are much more willing to give money to an outreach ministry than they are to witness themselves. In his book The Gospel Blimp (Elgin, Ill: David C. Cook, 1983), Joe Bayly tells the imagined story of a man who hired a blimp to bombard his neighborhood with gospel tracts. The point of the book, and the popular movie made from it, was that some believers will go to great extremes to avoid personally confronting others with the gospel.  Dr. John MacArthur tells of a man who once came up to him after a worship service and suggested that the church provide $25,000 to create a sophisticated telephone answering service that would give a gospel message to callers. Like the man in The Gospel Blimp story, this man wanted to use his scheme primarily to reach an unbelieving neighbor. Dr. MacArthur suggested, "Why don’t you just go over and tell him the gospel yourself?"  True spiritual service for God must originate from a willing spirit. When we hear of a ministry opportunity are we readily willing to be used by God to accomplish His will? Or do we inwardly hope someone else will rise to the occasion and take the responsibility so we can relax and simply pray for them?  It’s much easier and attractive to the flesh to pray for others to be used by the Lord than to pray that He use us. But like Isaiah, when Paul heard the Lord’s call for service he responded. 

I. A Willing Spirit

A desire to be used (Isaiah 6) – The true measure of our concern for His work is our willingness for Him to use us.
B. A desire to be used according to God’s will – Paul’s eagerness to serve God was directed by the will of God. God’s will is not always our will. (Acts 21:11-14)

II. A Submissive Spirit

A desire to subordinate his will to that of God – This is a proper model of a prayer, and is in accordance with the direction of the Bible. (James 4:14,15)  Some people ask, "If God is going to sovereignly accomplish what He plans to do anyway what is the purpose of praying?" Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse designed an analogy to illustrate the relationship of a believer’s prayers to God’s sovereignty.  We will suppose the case of a man who loves violin music. He has the means to buy for himself a very fine violin, and he also purchases the very best radio obtainable. He builds up a library of the great musical scores, so that he is able to take any piece that is announced on the radio, put it on his music stand, and play along with the orchestra. The announcer says that Mr. Ormandy and the Philadelphia Orchestra are going to play Beethoven’s seventh symphony. The man in his home puts that symphony on his stand and tunes his violin with what he hears coming from the orchestra. The music that comes from the radio we might call foreordained. Ormandy is going to follow the score just as Beethoven wrote it. The man in his living room starts to scratch away at the first violin part. He misses beats, he loses his place and finds it again, he breaks a string, and stops to fix it. The music goes on and on. He finds his place again and plays on after his fashion to the end of the symphony. The announcer names the next work that is to be played and the fiddler puts that number on his rack. Day after week after month after year, he finds pleasure in scraping his fiddle along with the violins of the great orchestras. Their music is determined in advance. What he must do is to learn to play in their tempo, in their key and to follow the score as it has been written in advance. If he decides that he wants to play Yankee Doodle when the orchestra is in the midst of a Brahms number, there’s going to be dissonance and discord in the man’s house but not in the Academy of Music. After some years of this the man may be a rather creditable violin player and may have learned to submit himself utterly to the scores that are written and follow the program as played. Harmony and joy come from the submission and cooperation.  So it is with the plan of God. It is rolling toward us, unfolding day by day as He has planned it before the foundation of the world. There are those who fight against it and who must ultimately be cast into outer darkness because He will not have in His heaven those who proudly resist Him. This cannot be tolerated any more than the authorities would permit a man to bring his own violin into the Academy of Music and start to play Shostakovich when the program called for Bach. The score of God’s plan is set forth in the Bible. In the measure that I learn it, submit myself to it, and seek to live in accordance with all that is therein set forth, I shall find myself in joy and in harmony with God and His plans. If I set myself to fight against it, or disagree with that which comes forth, there can be no peace in my heart and life. If in my heart I seek to play a tune that is not the melody the Lord has for me, there can be nothing but dissonance. Prayer is learning to play the tune that the eternal plan of God calls for and to do that which is in harmony with the will of the Eternal Composer and the Author of all that is true harmony in life and living. (Man’s Ruin: Romans 1:1-32 [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1952], pp. 122-23. Used by permission.)  

Conclusion:

To be used by God and be found performing true service for Him requires us to have a willing and submissive spirit. There is no room in God’s service for egomaniacs or control freaks.  Some think that to be greatly used of God means to be doing some great work where many visible things are happening and everyone notices. Jesus’ ministry did not focus on converting the great leaders of His day or evangelizing the great cities. He chose twelve ordinary men to train as His apostles, and most of His teaching took place in insignificant, often isolated, parts of Palestine. He did not raise large sums of money or attempt to use the influence of great men to His advantage. His sole purpose was to do His Father’s will in His Father’s way and in His Father’s time. That is the highest goal for us, as well.
TOPIC: A LOVING HEART 

(The Marks of True Spiritual Service 4)

Text: Romans 1:11 

“11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong—“
Introduction:
Again in verses 8-15, Paul’s words suggest nine marks of true spiritual service: a thankful heart (v 8), a concerned heart (v 9-10a), a prepared heart (v. 10b), a loving heart (v. 11), a humble heart (v. 12), a fruitful heart (v. 13), an obedient heart (v. 14), an eager heart (v. 15) and, a bold heart, is mentioned in v. 16a.   True spiritual service for God must also originate from a loving heart, the fourth marks of a true spiritual service.
Another mark of spiritual service is a loving heart. Paul wanted to visit the Roman believers in order to serve them lovingly in God’s name. He did not want to go as a tourist to see the famous Appian Way or the Forum or the Coliseum or the chariot races. He wanted to go to Rome to give of himself, not to entertain or indulge himself.

We can see from our text Paul’s loving heart with at least two desires:

1. His Desires to See Them Physically

“I long to see you…“

Paul long to see them in flesh, personally.  He wants to fellowship with them.  We can see Paul’s desire not just pray for them but to have contact with them.  He has the excitement of being with them.  Do we desires to be with our brethren, do we enjoy being with them, having fellowship with them?  (ILL. Last Cell Social – we just enjoys swimming, laughing, playing, etc with one another.)  Are we excited to come today for worship with our brethren, to attend cell to see our brethren?  Paul’s heart was full of love by his desires and longing to be with them in the flesh, to see them personally.  Do we have the excitement for other believers specially those who are different, far from us?  Do we have the desires to see them and fellowship with not just in prayers but in physical, personally?  Do we have the excitement today to see our brethren in corporate worship? Do we have the same excitement to see and fellowships with our brethren in our cells, or do we consider just another waste of our time?  Hebrews 10:24-25, ”24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  Paul’s loving heart was evident with the longing and desires to see them personally.

2.  His Desires to Strengthen Them Spiritually

“…so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong.”

Paul was burdened for the physical welfare of the Roman believers, but his overriding concern was for their spiritual well-being, and therefore his principal purpose for longing to see them was that he might impart to them some spiritual gift in order to strengthen their spiritual well being.  V. 12 shows that it is not referring to supernatural gift but the spiritual gift that every believers possessed. Each one of us was given a spiritual gift for the purpose of building up one another – I Corinthians 1:7, “7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.”  Whenever we see each other as brothers and sisters in Christ what is our concerns?  Makakautang na naman! Ayos na ayos na naman ang aming tsikahan! Etc. 
Paul’s ministry goal was to "present every man complete in Christ”. That’s why he worked so selflessly. (Col. 1:28-29, “28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.).This should be also our goals for our brethren.  The apostle’s loving spirit is reflected beautifully in his first letter to Thessalonica. (1 Thess. 2:7-9, “7 but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 8 We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. 9 Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you.)  The foremost characteristic of genuine love is selfless giving, and it was out of such love that Paul assured the church in Corinth, "I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls" (2 Cor. 12:15, “15 So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself as well. If I love you more, will you love me less?). Willingness to spend was willingness to use all his resources and energy in their behalf, and willingness to be spent was willingness to die for them if necessary.
The gift Paul wanted to impart was spiritual not only in the sense of being in the spiritual realm but in the sense that it had its source in the Holy Spirit. Because he was writing to believers, Paul was not speaking about the free gift of salvation through Christ about which he speaks in 5:15-16. Nor could he have been speaking about the gifts he discusses in chapter 12:6-8, because those gifts are bestowed directly by the Spirit Himself, not through a human instrument.  • Impart – to give over, i.e. to share
He must therefore have been using the term spiritual gift in its broadest sense, referring to any kind of divinely-empowered spiritual benefit he could bring to the Roman Christians by preaching, teaching, exhorting, comforting, praying, guiding, and disciplining.
Whatever particular blessings the apostle had in mind, they were not of the superficial, self-centered sort that many church members crave today. He was not interested in tickling their ears or satisfying their religious curiosity but a blessings that will make them stronger in their Christian life, to make them grow even more, and sometimes it is seemingly insignificant to others but it is significant to the recipient of that blessings (e.g. listening, presence, help, visitation, etc.)  Paul wanted to impart the spiritual blessings in order for the Roman believers to be established. He wanted those spiritual brothers and sisters "to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ" (Eph. 4:15).  And he can best do this if he is with them personally.
Conclusion:


If our heart will be place in spiritual ECG does God will see a loving in our heart, a love for our brethren to fellowship and to be with them personally, do we have that desires whenever we see each other to strengthen them spiritually?  Do we have this mark of true spiritual service in our heart?

TOPIC: A HUMBLE HEART

(The Marks of True Spiritual Service 5)

Text: Romans 1:12 
12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith.


Introduction:
(Power Point – Heart Check) Again in verses 8-15, Paul’s words suggest nine marks of true spiritual service: a thankful heart (v 8), a concerned heart (v 9-10a), a prepared heart (v. 10b), a loving heart (v. 11), a humble heart (v. 12), a fruitful heart (v. 13), an obedient heart (v. 14), an eager heart (v. 15) and, a bold heart, is mentioned in v. 16a.   True spiritual service for God must also originate from a loving heart, the fourth marks of a true spiritual service.
(ILL. Dalawang lalaking magkasama sa church, ang isa ay mahusay at marami ang naipagawa.  Ang isa sa simple lang.  nang humarap kay San Pedro ay nagtanong sila, saan po ang tirahan namingdito?  Itnuro ni San Pedro ang dalawang bahay na magkatabi, isa na mala palasyo ang laki at ang isa naman ay bahay kubo.  Medyo napangiti ang mahusay na lalaki sapagkat iniisip niya na dahil sa kaniyang kahusayan at mga nagawa ay tiyak na ang malapalasyong bahay ang kaniya at sa simpleng kasama niya ang kubo.  At may pagmamayabang na nagsalita siya, “Siguro ito na ang gantimpala ng aking kahusayan at mga nagawa sa lupa.” Habang itinuturo ang mala palasyong bahay.  Nagulat siya ng biglang sumagot si San Pedro, “Ay hindi poi yon pong nasa likod na kubo ang sa inyo, kaniya po ang malaking bahay na ito.”  Medyo napasigaw sa pagkabigla ang mahusay na lalaki, “Ano, baka nagkakamali ka!  Ako ang mahusay sa lahat sa lupa at madami akong nagawa, mga naipatayong mga iglesya, halos nga ang panahon ko ay naubos sa maraming mga bagay na gawain sa iglesya, tapos sasabihin mong sa akin iyang kubo!”  Hindi po ako nagkakamali, sagot ni san Pedro, “Kasi lahat ng mga ginawa natin sa lupa ay dadaan sa apoy para po subukin at kung ano ang matira at di masunog ay iyon ang magiging laki ng tirahan ninyo ditto, at iyan lang pong kubong iyan ang natira matapos dumaan sa apoy ang lahat ng inyong ginawa.”)

There seems to be a test for everything. Disease, knowledge, IQ. What’s your HQ (humility quotient)? (ILL. Humility Is – Humility is perfect quietness of heart. It is to expect nothing, to wonder at nothing that is done to me, to feel nothing done against me. It is to be at rest when nobody praises me, and when I am blamed or despised. It is to have a blessed home in the Lord, where I can go in and shut the door, and kneel to my Father in secret, and am at peace as in a deep sea of calmness, when all around and above is trouble.)  In Paul’s introduction to the Roman believers he shows humility in his spiritual service. (Read v. 12) Paul did not have solely a one-way blessing in mind. Although highly gifted and greatly used of God, he did not see himself above being able to be spiritually edified by other believers, no matter how far along they were in their Christian life.
Paul had a humble heart. The person serving God with a humble heart never has a feeling of spiritual superiority & never lords it over those they serve in Christ’s name.  And we can see it in Paul’s word in Romans 1:12, “12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith.”  There are two things that we can notice from Paul’s humble heart: 
1.   Paul’s Realization

12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith.

Paul’s realization of who he was, the more he grow more in Christ the more he knew himself, “Ikaw ang mataas at ako ay mababa.” “I am an apostle, I am the least of the Apostle, and I am the chief sinners.”

• Paul warned elders 1 Peter 5:3-4, 5, “2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."

• Paul didn’t see himself as a know-it-all, (ILL. The wisest man on earth on an airplane with an old pastor, a young boy and a pilot with family), Phil. 3:12-14, “12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” He was eager to be spiritually helped by all believers in the Roman church, young as well as old, mature as well as immature.  “Comforted together” - To be encouraged together; to be mutually encouraged; to be strengthened and consoled together. Paul expected to be taught and strengthened by the believers as well as teaches and strengthens them.  True humility is not to think low of oneself but to think rightly, truthfully of oneself.
2.  Paul’s Recognition

12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith.

He recognizes his needs for others.    We are a family. The family of God is to care for and learn from one another.
List of “one-anothers”
• John 13:34, “34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” – Love one-another

• Rom. 12:10, “10 Love one another with brotherly affection [as members of one family], giving precedence and showing honor to one another.” (Amplified) – Kindly affectioned… Gk. philos, a familial (family, brotherly, domestic, household) kind of love

• Rom. 15:7, “7 Welcome and receive [to your hearts] one another, then, even as Christ has welcomed and received you, for the glory of God.” (Amplified) – Receive one-another (means: to receive a person as a friend, instant bond between believers)
• Rom. 15:14, “14 Personally I am satisfied about you, my brethren, that you yourselves are rich in goodness, amply filled with all [spiritual] knowledge and competent to admonish and counsel and instruct one another also.” (Amplified) – Admonish one-another (caution, reprove, put in mind, warn)

• Gal. 5:13, “13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.” – Serve one-another (from doulos, slave, servant)

• Eph. 4:2, “2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” – forbearing one-another (lit. “Put up with” “endure”)
• Eph. 4:32, “32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” – forgiving one-another 

We all have something to learn, as well as something to offer one another in the Christian life. True spiritual service should be marked by humility. It is unfortunate not only that many learned and gifted leaders in the church think they are above learning from or being helped by younger and less-experienced believers but also unfortunate that less-experienced believers often feel they have nothing to offer their leaders.
Conclusion:
(ILL. When he was about to board a ship to India to begin missionary service there, some of William Carey’s friends asked if he really wanted to go through with his plans. Expressing his great desire for their support in prayer, he is said to have replied, "I will go down [into the pit itself] if you will hold the rope") (S. Pearce Carey William Carey [London: The Carey Press, 1934], pp. 117-18).
TOPIC: A FRUITFUL HEART

(The Marks of True Spiritual Service 6)

Text: Romans 1:13 
“I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I had among the other Gentiles.”


Introduction:

“Where’s the beef?” Those of you old enough, do you remember that Wendy’s commercial with the little old lady asking “Where’s the beef?” barely tall enough to see over the counter? That commercial is a commentary on expectations. You go to a fast-food restaurant and they serve you hamburger buns, you automatically assume and expect there will be meat somewhere between those two pieces of bread. After all, if you ordered a hamburger and it was served without meat you would go back to the counter and complain. A hamburger with meat is a given, isn’t it?

Now let’s take that analogy into the spiritual realm. When you see a Christian you expect them to be bearing fruit don’t you? You expect each believer to be winning souls for Christ and training others to serve Him right? Not so sure about that one, huh?  The apostle Paul, as he is writing to the Roman Christians expects to bear fruit among the Romans when he eventually gets there. This morning we will look at another mark of true spiritual service which is fruitful heart that manifest in bearing fruit.  There are three “C’s” for his spiritual service concerning Fruitfulness:


I. THE CONCEPT: This Concept was Important to Paul
A. “I do not want you to be unaware, brothers” “not have you ignorant” – used to convey something important.  Paul is trying to drive here his concept, his intent of coming to them.

1. Romans 11:25, “25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.”  – Mystery of God’s calling Gentiles to salvation

2. 1 Cor. 12:1, “1 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.” – Spiritual gifts

3. 1 Thess. 4:13, “13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.”  – The Second Coming

B. His intent and his concept was not just a social visit, but for a fruitful purpose.

II. THE CAUSE: Paul’s ministry was an unending quest for Spiritual fruit 
Jn. 15:16, “16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last.”

A. In regard to the spiritual life the Bible uses the term fruit in three ways:
1. A metaphor for the attitudes that characterize the Spirit-led believer. This nine-fold "fruit of the Spirit," Paul tells us, "is love, joy peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control" (Gal. 5:22-23)
2. Spiritual fruit that refers to action. (Rom. 6:22), that is, holy living. The active fruit of a Christian’s lips is praise (Heb. 13:15), and the active fruit of his hands is giving (Phil. 4:16-17; 
3. Spiritual fruit that involves addition, the increase of converts to Christ and the increase of their spiritual growth in Him. Paul spoke of Epaenetus as being "the first convert [lit., first fruit] to Christ from Asia" (Rom. 16:5).
B.  Among the Romans, the fruit Paul longed for was of the third kind, addition. It included both new converts and maturing converts. They were spiritual fruit in the broadest sense of being the product of the gospel’s power in men’s lives, both to save and to sanctify. The apostle wanted to be used to help the Roman church grow through new converts and grow in sanctification, which includes growth in service to Christ. When, some years later, he wrote to the Philippians’ church from Rome, he was able to give greetings even from believers within "Caesar’s household" (Phil. 4:22), believers he may have been instrumental in bringing to Christ.  A Christian who serves from the heart and whose spiritual service is genuine strives only to be used of the Lord to bear fruit for Him. The Christian who settles for less is one who serves only externally. But what does fruit-bearing mean to the Christian? (ILL. I like the commercial of MacDonald that says where your P20 go?  Where does our service go and what is the result of our effort?)


III. THE COURSE: How to become a fruit-bearing Christian, this is the process

A. What are stages of bearing fruit?  John 15:2, 5 & 8, ““2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” There are four stages here:

1. No fruit – (Jn. 15:2,)

2. Fruit – (Jn. 15:2)

3. More fruit (Jn. 15:2)

4. Much fruit (Jn. 15:5, 8)

This is also what our BCBC process means.  That everyone go over this process.

B. What does it mean to say a Christian is to bear fruit?
1. To bear converts – (Rom. 1:13, “in order that I might have a harvest among you,)

2. To bear righteousness – (Rom. 6:21-23, “21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”)
3. To bear Christian character or the fruit of the Spirit – (Gal. 5:22-23, “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.”)
C. What are the conditions for bearing fruit?
1. Cleansing (Jn. 15:3, “3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.”)

2. Abiding in Christ (Jn. 15:5, “  5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”)

3. Obedience (Jn. 15:10, : 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.”)

D. What does “abiding in Christ” mean? John 15 (abides in me, abides in my word, abides in my love, abides in my purpose) How?
1. A person walks in open confession before God. He walks through life opening up his life to God; he confesses all known sin. He does not walk in sin, and he does not allow any sin to go unconfessed (1 John 1:6-10)
2. A person walks and fellowships with Christ. He lives and moves and has his being with Christ. He communes and lives in a consciousness of God’s presence, and from God’s presence he learns of God, and he draws the strength and authority to live victoriously day by day (1 John 2:6; 1 John 2:27; cp. Psalm 16:11; Proverbs 3:5-6).
3. A person continues in the church; he has not gone out from the church (1 John 2:19).
4. A person possesses confidence, an unashamedness in life that prepares him for eternity (1 John 2:28).
5. A person does not walk in continuous sin (1 John 3:6). He experiences constant victory over sin.
6. A person actively surrenders himself to obey God’s commandments (1 John 3:24).
7. A person experiences the indwelling presence and witness of the Spirit (1 John 4:12-13).
8. A person dwells in love and unity and fellowship with all other believers (John 17:21-23; 1 John 4:16; cp. 1 John 4:20).

Conclusion:
Are you abiding in Christ this morning?  Nothing is more encouraging to pastors, Cell Leaders, youth leaders, children shepherd and other Christian workers than to see spiritual results in the lives of those to whom they minister. Nothing is more deeply rewarding than the lasting joy of leading others to Christ or helping them grow in the Lord.  Let’s trust God and begin bearing fruit for His glory.
TOPIC: OBEDIENT HEART
(The Marks of True Spiritual Service 7)

Text: Romans 1:14 
“14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish.”


Introduction:

Paul continues to talk about his attitudes and motives about doing ministry. To review again Paul’s heart in doing ministry, Paul’s words in vv. 8-15 suggest nine marks of true spiritual service namely: a thankful heart (v 8), a concerned heart (v 9-10a), a prepared heart (v. 10b), a loving heart (v. 11), a humble heart (v. 12), a fruitful heart (v. 13), an obedient heart (v. 14), an eager heart (v. 15) and, a bold heart, is mentioned in v. 16a.   Today we will look at the 7th mark of true spiritual service which is “an obedient heart.”  The apostle Paul did not preach or teach the Gospel because of personal reasons or because the calling seemed attractive. I have talked to some who went into full-time Christian service because their father was a pastor, or because they grew up being told they would be a preacher someday. Or someone may be a Sunday School teacher and their reason is, “nobody else would do it”. If it is not being done willingly, then it might be a questionable motive.  Now let’s look at what Paul said. The Gospel stirred Paul with a deep sense of indebtedness. He considers himself a debtor to the whole world. But why? Paul is a Jew. He was once a very proud Jew. What is different about Paul the Christian? First, Paul’s motives are different than they were; his motive springs up from an obedient heart. 

I. Paul’s Motive for Service – Obligation
A. Debtor – to owe, to be obligated, to be bound by duty
1. The Gk. is impossible to translate into English, for two ideas are being expressed by Paul. He was a “debtor”…  a.) because Christ had done so much for him (saved him)  b.) because Christ had called him to preach (given him a task to do)
2. Paul served God and others BECAUSE!
B. “The just because factor” What if we don’t feel like “doing” ministry? Every sincere pastor and Christian worker knows there are times when ministry is its own reward, when study, preparation, teaching, and shepherding are exhilarating in themselves. There are other times, however, when the work does not seem very attractive, and yet you still study, prepare, teach, and shepherd because you are under obligation to God and to those you are serving. Christ is our Lord and we are His servants; and it is a poor servant who serves only when he feels like it.
C. Paul’s two-fold duty 
1. First, he was under obligation to God on behalf of the Gentiles. Because God had appointed him as a unique apostle to the Gentiles (Rom. 1:5, “5 Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.”; Acts 9:15, “ 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.”), he was under divine obligation to minister the gospel to them.
2. Second, he had an obligation, or debt, to the Roman believers directly, because of their spiritual need. That is the kind of obligation a person has to someone whose house is on fire or who is drowning. When someone is in great danger and we are able to help, we are automatically and immediately under obligation to do what we can to save him. Because unbelieving Gentiles, like unbelieving Jews, face spiritual death, Paul was obligated to help rescue them through the gospel.
3. Paul wanted to get there soon. Paul exhibited instant obedience. “Instant obedience is the only kind of obedience there is; delayed obedience is disobedience. Whoever strives to withdraw from obedience, withdraws from Grace.” Thomas A Kempis

Question: Is obligation alone a good motive to serve God? Well, it’s a start. For it to fully please God there needs to be another element to our service.

II. Paul’s Manner of Service – Willingly

A. Paul was willing to put shoe leather to his prayers. (v.10) As we mentioned while we were covering verse 10, there are many who would rather give than go. Who would rather pay for someone else to perform what is our responsibility. Paul was not only willing to pray for the Romans, he was willing to go to Rome and invest his life in evangelizing and encouraging the saints personally. Paul didn’t just talk and consider; he acted. Oswald Chambers has said, "One step forward in obedience is worth years of study about it." 

B. Paul was Obedient because he wanted to be. (1 Cor. 9:16-17, “16 Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me.”)

1. He realized the consequences of doing nothing: people would spend an eternity in hell apart from Christ. He actually felt that he owed the gospel to the world; therefore, if he kept quiet, it would be worse than knowing the cure for the most terrible disease of history and refusing to share it. He did have a cure for the world, and he was willing to share it. (v. 16)
I would like to read a quote that I found…
Obedience is seeking God with your whole heart. Performance is having a quiet time because you’ll feel guilty if you don’t.

Obedience is finding ways to let the Word of God dwell in you richly. Performance is quickly scanning a passage so you can check it off your Bible reading plan.

Obedience is inviting guests to your home for dinner. Performance is feeling anxiety about whether every detail of the meal will be perfect.

Obedience is following God’s prompting to start a small group. Performance is reluctance to let anyone else lead the group because they might not do it as well as you would.

Obedience is saying yes to whatever God asks of you. Performance is saying yes to whatever people ask of you.

Obedience is following the promptings of God’s Spirit. Performance is following a list of man-made requirements.

Obedience springs from fear of God. Performance springs from fear of failure.

2. He realized the reward for doing something willingly. (v. 17) That great saint and missionary pioneer, Hudson Taylor said, "The real secret of an unsatisfied life lies too often in an un-surrendered will.  Halfhearted obedience satisfies neither us, nor God.”

III. Paul’s Mode of Service – Everyone

Paul’s obligation was to proclaim Christ’s salvation to all types of people in different cultures, crossing cultural, social, racial, and economic lines and barriers. The educated and uneducated referred to the classes in Rome versus the peoples of other “uncivilized” places. No barrier would stop Paul from bringing the Good News.
A. Greeks and Barbarians/Wise and Unwise
1. Parallel statements
a. Greeks saw themselves as civilized and wise.
b. Greeks saw everyone else as uncivilized and uneducated.
c. The Romans would understand this analogy
2. Paul’s intent – leave no one out. Paul was no respecter of persons. The gospel is the great equalizer, because every human being is equally lost without it and equally saved by it.
Paul is willingly obedient to the call of God upon his life. He is not afraid to get involved in the lives of others. 

Conclusion:
Are we serving God with an obedient heart? Are you doing what God is prompting you to do? Is obedience merely academic to you, or has your obedience become practical? God wants us to practice obedience rather than just talking about it. (ILL. A wealthy businessman, who was well known for being ruthless and unethical, told Mark Twain that before he died, he wanted to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. He said that when he got there he wanted to climb to the top of Mount Sinai, where Moses received the Ten Commandments, and there read the Ten Commandments aloud at the top. “I have a better idea,” replied Twain, in his typical wit, “You could stay in Boston and keep them.”) (ILL. Harper Was Still Pleading – John Harper, the newly-called pastor of Moody Church in the early 1900's, manifested his Christian character in the sinking of the Titanic. Dr. W. B. Riley related the death of Harper.  "We have the history of John Harper's end, for survivors, brought to harbor in safety, told the same. When the Titanic was struck by the iceberg that drove in her sides, and sent the ship to the bottom, John Harper was leaning against the rail pleading with a young man to come to Christ....")
TOPIC: EAGER HEART

 (The Marks of True Spiritual Service 8)

Text: Romans 1:15 

“15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.”

Introduction:

(ILL. Why Be Quiet In Church – A little boy was playing with his blocks when his father entered the room. "Quiet dad, I'm building a church." The father, thinking that he would test his son along the lines of religious knowledge, said, "Why do we want to be quiet at church?" "We have to, because the people are sleeping.")
To review again Paul’s heart in doing ministry, Paul’s words in vv. 8-15 suggest nine marks of true spiritual service namely: a thankful heart (v 8), a concerned heart (v 9-10a), a prepared heart (v. 10b), a loving heart (v. 11), a humble heart (v. 12), a fruitful heart (v. 13), an obedient heart (v. 14), an eager heart (v. 15) and, a bold heart, is mentioned in v. 16a.   Today we will look at the 8th mark of true spiritual service which is “an eager heart.”  
If you were to characterize your approach toward your Christian service would you identify yourself with a racehorse eager to bolt out of the gate or the broken down nag lazily munching grass in the back forty? Or how about a sprinter at the starting blocks ready for the starting gun or the couch potato fumbling for the remote? 

As we consider the manner in which we carry out our service to God we need to ask ourselves the question, “Am I eager to share the Gospel or do something for God’s kingdom, or do I have to be prodded and usually only end up doing it half-heartedly?” It has been said that attitude determines outcome. While the results are up to God, the spirit, the heart in which we approach our service will determine how He is able to use us. 

But what will make the difference? I believe more than anything else it will be our attitude toward God and our appreciation for what He has done for us. The apostle Paul certainly appreciated what God had done for him and for this reason he was eager to spread the Gospel to anyone who was willing to listen. Let’s look at his response in Romans 1:15.  Paul’s service was services with:


I. Ready Mind

A. Paul was eager to share Christ with others.

1. Eager – compound Gk. word. Pro- “fore” “in front of and thumos – passion (as if breathing hard) put together it means an urgent willingness to accomplish a task.

2. He was not only willing, but as we say, “ready to go”.

B. Paul was eager to do God’s will even in the face of extreme danger. (Acts 20:22-24, “22 "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.”)
C. Paul wanted to take everything within him and pour it into the lives of others. “as much…”
D. Paul knew that to live is Christ, and to die is gain (Philippians 1:21, “21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”)


II. Ready Body

A. All the best intentions mean nothing without action. (James 1:22, “ 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”)  It is what I am saying last week placing shoes on what we know, putting feet to what we know.

B. Let’s get busy while we still can. (Ecclesiastes 9:10, “10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.”) 

1. “Whatever thy hand findeth to do” Heb. Figure of speech meaning – whatever you are able to do.

2. Explanation – when death comes, all opportunities for work & service will cease.

C. Let’s embark on a journey that’s worthwhile. 

Live on the edge. (ILL. The following ad once appeared in a London newspaper: "Men wanted for hazardous journey. Small wages, bitter cold, long months of complete darkness, constant danger, safe return doubtful." The ad was signed by Sir Ernest Shackleton, Antarctic explorer. Amazingly, the ad drew thousands of respondents, eager to sacrifice everything for the prospect of meaningful adventure.)


III. Ready Spirit

A. Everything we do ought to be done so we bring glory to God. (1 Corinthians 10:31, “31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”)

B. We are to live a “thank you” life. (Colossians 3:17, “17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”)

C. It’s easy to have a ready heart when we are doing it out of love for our Lord.

Love makes obedience a thing of joy! 

To do the will of one we like to please

Is never hardship, though it tax(strain) our strength;

Each privilege of service love will seize! 

Love makes us loyal, glad to do or go, 

And eager to defend a name or cause;

Love takes the drudgery(hard work, labor) from common work, 

And asks no rich reward or great applause.

Love gives us satisfaction in our task, 

And wealth in learning lessons of the heart;

Love sheds a light of glory on our toil

And makes us humbly glad to have a part.

Love makes us choose to do the will of God, 

To run His errands and proclaim His truth;

It gives our hearts an eager, lilting song;

Our feet are shod with tireless wings of youth! 

—Hazel Hartwell Simon


Conclusion:

What kind of Christian life are you ready to live? Because of all God’s done for you, will you become an eager servant? Let’s get busy.

TOPIC: A BOLD HEART

(The Marks of True Spiritual Service 9)

Text: Romans 1:16 
“ 16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”

Introduction:
(ILL. Which Service – One Sunday morning the pastor noticed little Alex was staring up at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of the church. The plaque was covered with names, and small American flags were mounted on either side of it. The seven year old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside the boy, and said quietly, "Good morning Alex." "Good morning pastor," replied the young man, still focused on the plaque. "Pastor McGhee, what is this?" Alex asked. "Well, son, it’s a memorial to all the young men and women who died in the service." Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex’s voice was barely audible when he asked, "Which service, the 9:00 or the 11:00?")
Have you ever been in a situation where you found yourself embarrassed by something you did or something you had? Like coming to a stop in your car at a crowded intersection and your brakes were squealing very loudly? Or a squealing fan belt? Or suddenly your car stop and you couldn’t start it and the car in your back already honking. (ILL. Why don’t you go to my car and try to start it and I will honk for you.) It sort of makes you feel like you wish you were invisible.  There may be some things about yourself you may be embarrassed of. What about our faith in Christ? Are we bold about it before others? Or have there been times when confronted by a supposedly intellectual person who questioned the validity of Christianity, we feel intimidated? Why is that? If anything, the opposite should be true. In our verse this morning, the apostle Paul gives us the reason why he is eager and bold enough to share the good news of Jesus Christ with anyone he meets. (ILL. It reminds me of the scene from the movie “Crocodile Dundee” where Dundee is threatened by a mugger with a switchblade. The lady with him says, “Mick, give him your wallet.” “Why?” he replies. She says, “He’s got a knife.” To which Dundee replies, “That’s not a knife”, draws a huge Bowie knife and says, “That’s a knife!” and proceeds to slash the mugger’s jacket and the mugger and his friends run away). When confronted by the philosophical elitists of his day, he felt nothing to be embarrassed or ashamed of when declaring salvation by grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ. Paul’s confidence sprang from his estimate of the Gospel. Let’s look at three “E” very pertinent truths in Romans 1:16

I. The EFFECT of the Gospel – Salvation

A. Paul says he is not ashamed.
1. ashamed – feelings of guilt or of inferiority.
B. Many are ashamed of the Gospel.
1. Some fear ridicule, rejection, loss of recognition, position and livelihood.
2. They fear two things in particular
a. There is the fear of intellectual shame. This is the fear that the Gospel does not measure up intellectually. 
b. There is the fear of social shame. Many fear that if they accept and proclaim the Gospel they will be:
1) Ridiculed and mocked
2) Rejected and ignored
3) Left without a job and livelihood
4) Left without friends
3. Pastor John McArthur writes, “It is said that if a circle of white chalk is traced on the floor around a goose that it will not leave the circle for fear of crossing the white mark. In a similar way, the chalk marks of criticism, ridicule, tradition, and rejection prevent many believers from leaving the security of Christian fellowship to witness to the unsaved.”

C. The Gospel has the power to change a person’s life.
1. Dunamis – force or miraculous power – The Bible Knowledge Commentary says, “The Gospel is identified as the infinite resource of God (dunamis – “spiritual ability”) applied toward the goal of salvation in the life of everyone who believes, regardless of racial background.”
2. The Gospel carries with it the omnipotence of God, whose power alone is sufficient to save men from sin and give them eternal life.
3. People have an innate (natural, inherent) desire to be changed.
a. Look better
b. Feel better
c. Smell better
d. Be smarter
4. The Bible makes it clear that men cannot be spiritually changed or saved by good works, church, ritual, etc. (Romans 5:6, “6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”)
5. The Gospel reveals the only way for man to be right with God.
II. The EXTENT of the Gospel – Worldwide

A. Salvation is offered to the whole world.
1. “everyone who believes”
B. Salvation is not limited by race or geographical location.
1. “first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”


III. The ESSENTIAL (necessary, important) of the Gospel – Faith in Jesus Christ
Acts 4:11-12, “11 He is the stone that you builders thought was worthless, and now he is the most important stone of all. 
12 Only Jesus has the power to save! His name is the only one in all the world that can save anyone.” (Contemporary English Version)
A. Salvation is offered to everyone, but only given to those who believe and receive.
1. It is universal in scope, but only appropriated by those who exercise personal faith in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2:8-9, “8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.”) Acts 2:21, “21 And it shall be that whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord [invoking, adoring, and worshiping the Lord—Christ] shall be saved.’
B. Salvation is mankind’s greatest need.
Conclusion:
Do you know today if you are right with God? Have you believed and received? If not will you trust Him today?
Have you been hesitant to share Christ with others? Submit to Him this morning and let Him give you the boldness to let others know how they can be right with God.
Again in verses 8-15, Paul’s words suggest nine marks of true spiritual service: a thankful heart (v 8), a concerned heart (v 9-10a), a prepared heart (v. 10b), a loving heart (v. 11), a humble heart (v. 12), a fruitful heart (v. 13), an obedient heart (v. 14), an eager heart (v. 15) and, a bold heart, is mentioned in v. 16a.  

How is our heart in relation to our service to God?
