TOPIC: TOTAL C.A.R.E
Text: John 13:31-35

vv. 34-35, ““34 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Introduction:


Did you see now the growth of care business?  Car care, Child Care, House Care, Lawn Care, Health Care, Animal Care, Care Giver, etc. Why?  Because people see this needs, but they forgot to care for each other.  Why do we need to care for each other?  For the following Reasons from our text also in John 13.
1. C - ONDITION – we are living in a hostile world, where everybody can be hurt.  Either by betrayal, or denial like what Jesus experience here, like what the disciples and the believers experienced.  Because we are living in a sinful world.

2. A - SSOCIATION – as long as we are live in this world we cannot separate our lives to others, even people who are totally different from us, people who persecute and give us hard times.  

3. R - EJECTION – people look for someone who accepts them for who they are, without experiencing rejection.  This is one of the results of sins, and until now people are longing for acceptance, for belonging, for community.
4. E - XPECTATION – people around us expect care from each other.  That someone out there will care for them that will listen to them that will go with them in their plight.

These are the reasons why we need to care for each other, not to mention that God created us with the need in our heart, a need for people - (ILL. Humans Can't Survive Alone – Dr. Leonard Cammer, a psychiatrist who has specialized for thirty years in treating depressed persons, said, "The human being is the only species that can't survive alone. The human being needs another human being—otherwise he's dead! A telephone call to a depressed person can save a life. An occasional word, a ten-minute visit, can be more effective than twenty-four hours of nursing care. You can buy nursing care. You can't buy love." cf: Genesis 2:18).

Our text this morning will give us the truth of this matter – lets open our Bible in John 13:31-35 (read).  Jesus in his disciples is in the upper room for their last supper where Jesus taught them a lot of truth regarding Christian care.  In the first part of Chapter 13 Jesus washed their feet to emphasize servant hood – v. 13-17, “13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”  And then Jesus started to tell them what will happen to him that someone among them will betray Him and give Him to those people who want to kill him and also telling them that He will leave them.  So you can feel probably the emotion although they couldn’t understands it fully at that time.  Then in John 13:31 it said, “31 When he was gone, Jesus said…” This refers to Judas that by that time already left them to betray and give Jesus to those who want to kill Him.  Here we can see that to care is the believers, the church role.  Although there is some Govt. agencies that do this God expect this from the believers.  And in that very time that Jesus said our text today that gave them the principles of love and care. I will use again the word care for us to know how to care.
1.  C – OMMIT (v. 34a)


v. 34a, “A new command I give you..”  This is a new command that Christ gave to his disciples. Love is nothing new; the Old Testament speaks often of love and reminds us to "love your neighbor as yourself." But on closer examination, there are several things here that are new, it has new FEATURE. The Old Testament spoke of loving our neighbors: Jesus focused on loving "one another." We who are Jesus' disciples are still to love our neighbors. But we have been welcomed in Christ into a new, intimate relationship with other believers! In Christ, we have become brothers and sisters, members of a single family (see Eph. 2:19; Eph. 3:6). In Christ, our relationship with each other is suddenly more intimate than any human relationship has ever been! In the closeness of our new relationship with God and with each other, love and care for each other takes on a new savor—and a new necessity.


The 11 disciples would survive in His absence by obeying and applying His example of love and care for each other. The command is new in that it is a special love that is express in caring for other believers based on the sacrificial love of Jesus. Christians’ love and care for one another enable them to survive in a hostile world. As Jesus was the embodiment of God’s love, so now each disciple should embody Christ’s love. This foundational in caring for one another.   We cannot truly care without experiencing the love from Jesus.  Jesus here is giving us a command not an option, there is no other option in true caring but to love, as Jesus love us.  And if we commit our lives to Jesus new command we can able to care, Jesus way, a way that will glorify God.
2.  A – DVOCATE (v. 34b)
v. 34b, “Love one another.”  The second principles is founded on the first principles of committing our lives to Jesus new commandment, it is the expression of our commitment to it.  It is a new command because it gives us a new EMPHASIS. The command was given to the disciples and not to anyone.  So if there is someone who will be an advocate of caring for one another it will be the Christians. As disciples we are also commanded to love our neighbor, and sometimes it is easy for us to do because we like our neighbor and they give us favor.  But here the emphasis is for your brother and sister in Christ that sometimes you don’t like the way he/she talk or do things, etc.  What He is trying to emphasize here is that if there will be people who will do the real caring then it will start from us.  We should be the one to show and display real caring.  As part of his family the disciples will be not just vocal advocate of caring but an advocate in showing and expressing it to one another.
3.  R – ECIPROCATE (v. 34c)


v. 34c, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  This command is new because it has new STANDARD and new EXAMPLE.  This is new standard by which to measure love. Love of neighbor was to be "as you love yourself." But here we are told to love each other "as I have loved you." Love as Jesus did? Love with a love that gives self? Yes, this is new. My brother becomes more important to me than I am!  The newness of Jesus’ command pertains to the new kind of love that Christians have for one another because they have each experienced the love of Christ. This was revolutionary, for believers are called to love others based on Jesus’ sacrificial love for them. Jesus was a living example of God’s love, as we are to be living examples of Jesus’ love. Philippians 2:3-5, “3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus”.   The standard that Jesus set here is not what can our brethren or the church can give us but what can we give to show them Jesus love and care.  Of course you will not stop loving and caring for your brother just because he didn’t reciprocate, but that is the point if you love because they also love and caring for you then you will get tired in the end.  But we reciprocate not on them but on Jesus love and care for us, then you will not get tired of doing it.
4.  E – XHIBIT (v. 35)


v. 35, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." Finally, there is a new OUTCOME. The Christ like love that permeates the new community of Christian brothers and sisters is a witness, extended to the world that Jesus is real. Only Jesus' living presence can explain such love for others.  The disciples of Him who laid down His life for those He loved. This love would be the mark of distinction: “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” This context of a loving community is vital in all that Jesus goes on to explain in these next chapters of John's Gospel. It is in the context of a new community marked off by love that all Jesus outlines can, and will, become a reality. 

Conclusion:

How can we do this? From our text we can also see how: First, We can care by using our talent, our gifts for the benefits of others.  Second, we can care for people by learning how to encourage them to draw closer to Jesus.  And third, we can care for others by developing a servant heart like Jesus did.  The question now is, are we willing to do this to care?  If, yes then start to do it today, not later but start now, to your cell.
